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Candidates found the two texts equally accessible and on the whole 

responded posit ively to both texts. I nevitably there were som e candidates 

who did not  engage with the texts but  the m ajority responded with som e 

engagem ent  although there were som e m isunderstandings of the content . 

 

Sect ion  A ( Qu est ion s 1 - 1 0 )  

 

Quest ions 1-9, which are short  answer quest ions, required candidates to 

locate and ret r ieve appropriate inform at ion. Quest ion 10 required 

candidates to m ake a personal response to the texts and to support  their  

com m ents with references to the texts. 

 

Qu est ion s 1 - 9  

 

Many exam iners com m ented that  candidates responded quite well to these 

quest ions and were able to ident ify relevant  points. However there was 

som e evidence that  candidates had confused the m other and son in Text  1 

in their  response to Quest ion 5 and Hans Tam m em aj i and Brian Gunn in 

Text  2 in their response to Quest ion 8. Sim ilar ly som e responses to 

Quest ion 1 showed that  candidates had confused canoeing and raft ing. The 

responses to Quest ion 4 som et im es confused Aidan with Alex. Cent res m ust  

work with candidates to ensure that  these sim ple errors do not  happen, for 

exam ple, by encouraging candidates to highlight  or colour code relevant  

nam es. There were som e candidates who m isunderstood the word ‘gr inning’ 

in their  response to Quest ion 4 and took it  to m ean nasty. Unfortunately 

these confusions inevitably m eant  candidates’ responses could not  be 

rewarded as this sect ion is assessed for reading. Quest ions 5, 7 and 9 

required candidates to use their own words and exam iners com m ented that  

it  was pleasing to see candidates t rying to use their  own words as well as 

re-working the original texts. There is st ill evidence however of candidates 

not  at tem pt ing to use their  own words and this inevitably lim ited their  

achievem ent . 

 

Qu est ion  1 0  

 

There were responses that  showed that  candidates have been ext rem ely 

well prepared for this quest ion and had a good grasp of what  is required. 

The bet ter responses referred to the writers’ techniques and supported the 

choice they m ade with good evidence in the form  of quotat ions and 

developed explanat ions. However there were som e rather spurious reasons 

given to support  the choice m ade e.g. ‘it  has too m any com m as’;  ‘I  don’t  

like the act ivit ies’;  ‘The sentences are too long’. Cent res m ust  work with 

candidates to ensure that  they have a clear understanding of valid ways to 

respond to a writ ten text . There were som e candidates who confused Text  1 

and 2 and, while exam iners m arked these responses posit ively, it  would be 

helpful if candidates could check carefully to ensure there is no confusion. 

There were som e candidates who wrote at  great  length in response to this 

quest ion. There were som e responses which were over 2 pages in length. 

This is a 6 m ark quest ion and although it  is understandable that  candidates 

m ight  wish to write a full response, these lengthy responses were 



 

som et im es longer than responses to Quest ion 11 which is worth 35 m arks. 

Cent res and candidates need to refer to the m ark schem e in order to 

understand how the m arks are allocated and that  the m arks tend to reflect  

the am ount  of t im e which should be spent  on the response. 

 

Sect ion  B  ( Qu est ion  1 1 )  

 

There was som e evidence of planning which is to be encouraged. This 

helped candidates to focus and organise their  ideas effect ively. Writ ing a 

rough draft  was less helpful as it  lim ited the t im e candidates spent  on 

refining their  final draft . I n a few cases the final draft  was m ore flawed than 

the rough draft . There was som e evidence of good teaching and learning in 

the responses to this sect ion. There were som e lively, hum orous responses 

and som e individual responses. 

 

There were som e responses which lifted from  the texts, often in large 

quant it ies. Som e candidates sim ply copied out  parts of the passage with no 

evidence of their  own input . Candidates m ust  understand that  copying the 

texts does not  show understanding.  

 

The m ajority of the candidates were able to cover all three bullet  points but  

the m ost  com m only m issed was the last . Som e exam iners com m ented on 

responses that  lacked detail thus lim it ing their response. Som e candidates 

had problem s with the focus on act ivity holidays and instead wrote about  a 

real or im aginary holiday. There was sufficient  m aterial in the two texts and 

som e candidates were able to use this effect ively. Other candidates 

com bined the ideas from  the texts with their  own experiences producing 

effect ive responses. The bullet  points provided guidance for content  and 

st ructure which was helpful for som e candidates. Cent res need to ensure 

that  candidates understand that  they should at tem pt  all three bullet  points 

and ensure they are able to select  appropriate m aterial and ideas from  the 

texts. 

 

Most  candidates understood the requirem ent  of the task however not  all 

were able to use the appropriate register for an art icle. Som e candidates 

wrote an essay or a narrat ive. A few were too form al. Bet ter responses used 

inform al language and adopted a chat ty tone. Successful responses were 

focused on the texts and wrote a convincing art icle for their  school or 

college m agazine. Cent res need to ensure that  candidates have a clear idea 

of how to dem onst rate a st rong sense of audience and purpose. 

Som e exam iners com m ented that  there was an over-use of ‘adrenaline’;  

‘adrenaline rush’ and ‘awesom e’. 

 

Many exam iners com m ented that  language cont rols were not  always 

secure, especially gram m ar and sentence st ructure, and som e responses 

lacked paragraphing. Cent res are rem inded that  lack of accurate 

paragraphing lim its candidates’ achievem ent . 

 

Sect ion  C ( Qu est ion  1 2 )  

 

Quest ion 12b was the m ost  popular. Exam iners com m ented on how m uch 

they enjoyed reading the responses in this sect ion. 



 

 

There was som e evidence of planning which is to be encouraged. A short  

plan will help candidates focus on the task but  lengthy plans and draft  

responses are not  a good use of t im e. I n som e cases the final draft  

appeared to have been rushed. 

 

There was evidence of som e good preparat ion and teaching in this sect ion. 

Pleasingly there seem ed to be less evidence of prepared responses, 

although there were st ill a few. There were also som e exam ples of prepared 

paragraphs inserted into candidates’ own work and som e over-use of clichés 

and hackneyed phrases. Candidates should be rem inded that  exam iners 

want  a personal response and prepared responses will never be successful. 

There were som e excellent , well worded and interest ing essays with a clear 

st ructure and im aginat ive expression. 

 

Quest ion 12a produced som e st rongly argued responses but  also som e 

quite weak ones. Bet ter responses produced well developed argum ents and 

an individual voice with a good cont rol of spelling, punctuat ion and 

gram m ar. The weaker responses were based too closely on the texts and 

som e copied parts of the texts, especially the things Myrna Boulding said. 

These responses tended to have few argum ents and weak language 

cont rols. Cent res need to ensure that  if candidates are to choose this type 

of essay, they are fully prepared in argum entat ive, discursive and rhetorical 

techniques and are able to develop their  ideas effect ively. 

 

Quest ion 12b produced a range of interest ing stor ies both real and 

im aginary. Bet ter responses were able to create tension with effect ive 

descript ion and dialogue with a full cont rol of the narrat ive and good 

technical accuracy. Apart  from  the im aginat ive responses there were som e 

interest ing accounts of holidays and adventure t r ips. There were som e 

responses that  did not  address the t it le. Candidates m ust  be rem inded that  

if they do not  focus on the task they will not  be able to access the full range 

of m arks. I n som e cases the only clear link to the task was a sentence at  

the end saying, ‘that  was a great  adventure’. Sim ilar ly responses where 

candidates die or kill them selves, when told in the first  person, are never 

very successful. Som e responses were rather unbelievable. Weaker 

responses had undeveloped and lim ited ideas with poor language cont rols. 

Quite a num ber of responses used the m ajority of their  essay to build up to 

the adventure but  then did not  cont inue or develop their  ideas further. This 

suggests either a lack of planning or lack of t im e. Candidates m ust  pract ice 

what  is possible in an hour. 

 

Quest ion 12c produced som e im pressive and well writ ten responses. These 

responses dealt  sensit ively with personal m ot ivat ion and thoughts and 

feelings. Som e candidates gave a clear account  of an act ivit y but  did not  

address their  thoughts and feelings. There was som e evidence of re-working 

of the act ivit ies in the texts with varying degrees of success. Som e 

candidates spent  too long on the build up to the act ivit y (e.g. get t ing to the 

venue)  and then wrote relat ively lit t le about  the act ivity itself.  Weaker 

responses m ade no at tem pt  to engage the reader and had undeveloped 

ideas and weak language cont rols. Exam iners com m ented on the lack of 



 

organisat ion affect ing the quality of the responses. Planning would help 

candidates to organise their  ideas m ore clearly. 

Som e exam iners com m ented that  it  was not  always clear whether 

candidates were answering 12b or 12c. Cent res need to ensure that  

candidates have a clear idea of how to respond to the different  types of 

tasks and the skills they need to dem onst rate in a successful response. 

There were several unfinished Quest ion 12s. This suggests problem s with 

t im ing. Cent res need to give candidates opportunit ies to pract ice t im ed 

essays and exam s. 

 

Exam iners com m ented on the lack of paragraphing, often in weaker 

responses but  also in responses which were well-wr it ten. Candidates m ust  

understand the need for effect ive paragraphing. The lack of it  will lim it  the 

success of the response. 

 

Qu al i t y  o f  W r i t t en  Com m u n icat ion  ( QW C)  

 

This is assessed in Quest ions 11 and 12. 

 

There was evidence of good spelling and reasonably accurate punctuat ion 

but  m ost  exam iners com m ented on candidates who had problem s with 

gram m ar. Som e of this was unidiom at ic English but  there were also 

problem s with tenses and sentence st ructure. These problem s hindered the 

clar ity of com m unicat ion. 

 

Cent res need to focus on developing accurate and effect ive gram m at ical 

st ructur ing and idiom at ic English to enable candidates to express 

them selves clearly and access the higher m ark bands. 
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